TC Fire Prep Quiz
 9/2/2010 Art Ludwig

1) The first things to go in a fire are—(Rank these in order, first to last in time sequence)
__Your powers of reason
__The electricity
__The water pressure
__The powers of reason of professional firefighters
__The bushes
__The houses

2)  What kills most people in a wildfire is—(Rank these in order, most to least dangerous)
__Hiding in water tanks
__Hiding in houses
__Trying to save their house
__Burning/ heat in cars wrecked in low visibility conditions during late evacuation
__Early evacuation
__Neighbors with guns arguing over who gets to use the fire hose


3) What burns down most houses is—(Rank these in order)
__Falling  embers going through vents before the fire front reaches the house
__People lighting their houses on fire to collect the insurance
__The wall of flame as it comes through
__Radiant heat going through windows and catching drapes and furnishings on fire, without flames even touching the house
__Falling embers after the fire front passes through

4) According to data from Australian wildfires, and SB fire Marshall, the only ones more intense than ours, the probability of saving a house is most influenced by —(Rank these in order, most to least effective)
__Clearing on the surrounding hillsides
__Someone staying and trying to defend the house
__Clearing shubs and leaves within ten feet of the house
__Fire safe construction

5) Which of these makes fires most intense?
__High wind
__Low leaf moisture
__High temperature
6) If there are embers falling, or the front is near the entrance road, is it better to attempt a late evacuation, or shelter in place?

7) List the safest places to take shelter in the Trout Club, with their safety pluses and minuses
8) If you are pinned at the creek as the flame front comes through, what would you do?


9) It’s real hot and windy. You’re home alone. You wake up in the dark, smelling smoke. You step outside, and there is a rain of embers everywhere you can see. Spot fires are just starting, all over. The neighborhood is totally quiet and no one else seems to be awake.  What do you do, in what order?



10) It’s real hot and windy. You’re home alone. There are sirens and helicopters, and a fire is moving down the mountain from painted cave towards the TC. The fire people are giving the evacuation order. There at least twenty minutes before the flames get here, no more than an hour.  What do you do, in what order?

Dear Neighbors, 

We're continuing to prepare ourselves better for a fire emergency, as best we can. 


One of the things I did recently was make a quiz (see reverse), for our daughter Maya, before leaving her alone in the house for 5 days. (I also walked her through our firefighting resources, and the house batten down list, etc.)

As you can imagine, I got the usual teenage eye-rolling. But, that recent brush fire in the canyon next door happened while we were away. She was here with friends, and by all accounts was quite on top of things…and we haven’t heard much about the ridiculousness of fire prep exercises after that.

Making this quiz for Maya certainly got me thinking. I thought I'd share it with the neighborhood, in the hope that it will help nudge us in some small way in the direction of being safer and better prepared. 

Is anyone else interested in doing a fire drill, of any sort? Count us in.


Rocky, Carl, Steve, Thanks for coming by and checking out our new firefighting resources, and everything else you do. 

Yours, 

Art Lynn Maya Skye
Note:  Some of these questions don’t have really “right” answers. It’s all about doing what makes sense in the context, and that’s highly variable. Maya, for example, doesn’t drive, so her evacuation procedure is different. Also, the data doesn’t exist or hasn’t been analyzed to answer definitively many questions that are at the growing edge of fire safety science. 

 I’ve posted my best shot at the “answers”,  for the Maya context at the bottom of this page http://www.oasisdesign.net/shelter/fire .  If you’ve got a better or different answer, please email it to me at oasis@oasisdesign.net .
There is a lot of wisdom to be gleaned from stories. Talk with Rocky, Roger, Ted…anyone who was here in the painted cave fire. There’s a bunch of really gripping stories collected in this document: http://www.oasisdesign.net/shelter/fire/FireBunkerResearchNotes.doc
Last thing: we have enough surplus foam to thoroughly cover 4 houses and would be happy to give 5  gallons to anyone who gets an injector.

